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Purposely placing close 
together different plants that 
benefit each other. 

Healthier Plants, Higher Yield



1. Provide nutrients to other plants 

Nitrogen-fixing
plants



2. Enhance growing environment

- Tall plants provide structure for
smaller climbing plants

- Large leafed plants provide shade

* Retain moisture
* Protect heat-sensitive plants
* Smother weeds





Radishes to the Rescue
• Cabbage maggots will be attracted to the 

radishes first.  Pull the infested radishes 
and save your cabbage and broccoli.

• Repel cucumber beetles

Odoriferous Onions
• Repel carrot rust flies, Colorado potato 

beetles, Japanese beetles and aphids

Nasturtiums for Dinner
• Slugs would rather eat them than lettuce

3. Pest Control



Beans & Potatoes
Alternate rows to reduce 
Colorado potato beetles and 
Mexican bean beetles.

Sacrificial Eggplant
Plant an extra eggplant among your 
tomatoes.  When beetles accumulate 
on the plant, pull it and destroy it.

The Sweet Smell of Dill
will deter the cucumber & 
potato beetles from attacking 
tomatoes, potatoes.



Pollinators:
Bees, moths,

butterflies, wasps

Pest Predators:
Lady beetles, praying mantis, & lace-wings

love aphids & other pests



Asparagus: 
Basil, Parsley, 
Marigold, 
Nasturtium; 
Garlic, Onion

Beets: 
Asparagus, 
Broccoli, 
Lettuce, 
Onions; 
Mustard, Pole 
Beans

Potato: Corn, 
Beans, Peas, 
Cabbage, 
Marigolds, 
Nasturtium; 
Cucumber, 
Squash, 
Tomato, 
Sunflower

Kale: same as 
broccoli 









 Slide 3: britannica.com

 Slides 5 & 6:  Ohio State University Ext.

 Slide 7:  OSU Ext. (bee, mantis), britannica.com

(butterfly),  pinterest.com (lacewing)

 Slide 8:  gardengatemagazine.com

 Slide 9:  windowbox.com

 Slide 10: heirloom-organics.com
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